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Parents & Whānau 

and SMART



E te hui

Whāia te mātauranga kia 
mārama

Kia whai take ngā mahi katoa

Tū māia, tū kaha

Aroha atu, aroha mai

Tātou i a tātou katoa.

For this gathering

Seek knowledge for 
understanding 

Have purpose in all that you do 

Stand tall, be strong 

Let us show respect 

For each other.

Preparing our minds for the session
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What’s changing in 2026?

• Reporting against new curriculum

• Twice-yearly assessments

• Use of Progress Descriptors 

• Use of other common components
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What’s staying the same?

• No regulatory changes

• Twice yearly reporting using good-quality assessment information

• Written in plain language

• Include progress and achievement in literacy and Mathematics
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Reporting and assessment requirements and 
expectations for 2026
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Connection between teaching, learning, assessment 
and reporting 
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Progress Descriptors



education.govt.nz

Describing progress

Not yet on track to meet 

expectations
On track to meet expectations

Has not met expectations Has met expectations

Emerging Developing Consolidating Proficient Exceeding

The progress descriptors describe student progress across the school year. A 

student who has achieved proficiency is prepared for the next year of learning. 

Progress 

descriptor

Mid-year 

reporting

End of year 

reporting
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Common 
Components
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Board obligations

• Confirm legal reporting obligations are continuing to be meet

• Understand how new reporting to parents and whānau expectations will be meet

• Agree on how and when the board will receive collated progress information

• No change to board annual reporting requirements
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On Tāhūrangi: search “reporting to parents and 

whānau”

Reporting.toparents@education.govt.nz

Where to get support

Boards can also access support for their role in reporting to parents from 

GovHub – School Board Services: 0800 782 435 

govadvice@govhub.org.nz

mailto:govadvice@govhub.org.nz




SMART updates

Giles Panting
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SMART

Supports twice yearly reporting to parents and whānau for schools and kura, Years 3-10

SMART is: 

o bilingual 

o free for all schools and kura 

o focused on what students and ākonga are learning in their classrooms

o SMART supports schools with insights to make decisions at every layer of the 

system

o SMART helps inform where additional resources or support may be needed

o Assessment data follows the child

16



education.govt.nz

Monitor impact and take action

School level dashboards allow leaders to see patterns by class and 

year level 

View information by demographic, strand, ethnicity, or year level to 

see what factors you may want to focus on and how to target 

support 

SMART gives student, classroom, school level actionable insights and 

will show trends over time that enable robust, equity-focused 

decision making

SMART enables data-driven decision making to inform strategic and 

annual planning and to take action so that students and ākonga 

can be successful

SMART – clear consistent reporting17

• SMART gives leadership teams and boards clear visibility of 

students' progress and achievement all the way through 

Years 3-10
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Key points for 2026

This first assessment window is in Term 2 

Two lots of reports will be available:

o Raw score reports will be available immediately after an 

assessment, giving timely insights that can be used straight away.

o For Term 2 in 2026 there will be a small gap between the first 

assessment window closing, and the production of final reports.

The small time gap is because we need time to carry out calibration 

(scaling and equating).

The reason for scaling, calibration and equating is so that we can get 

scale scores that enable consistency and comparability between 

assessments and over time
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Immediate insights 

19
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Spot gaps

20
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SMART progress descriptors 

21
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Next steps

We are scaling and equating the results from this assessment window, 

before releasing detailed reports at the end of this term.

- Scaling, equating and standard setting ensures that results are comparable, stable and 

meaningful, even when assessments differ slightly from year to year or between versions or 

formats (for example, paper-based and online). 

- This only happens once. From Assessment Window 2 (Term 4), reports will be generated 

much more quickly.

Learning modules are available now on Education Learning Management 

System (LMS). 

23

https://training.education.govt.nz/ilp/pages/external-dashboard.jsf?menuId=112474&locale=en-GB&client=external#/?dashboardId=112478
https://training.education.govt.nz/ilp/pages/external-dashboard.jsf?menuId=112474&locale=en-GB&client=external#/?dashboardId=112478
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We’re here to help

Guidance, FAQs, and other information are being made available on 

Tāhūrangi – search “SMART”

General SMART enquiries: SMART.Enquiries@education.govt.nz 

24 SMART – clear, consistent reporting

mailto:SMART.Enquiries@education.govt.nz




Resource Centre

resourcecentre.org.nz

Learning Library

Slide Decks and Videos

Help for Boards

Freephone 

0800 782 435

Monday to Friday

8:30 am to 5:00 pm

Governance matters

govadvice@govhub.org.nz

Employment matters

eradvice@govhub.org.nz

 

Support and information

Eventbrite

eventbrite.co.nz

Facebook

facebook.com

LinkedIn

nz.linkedin.com

Contact Us Follow UsVisit Us

► Student Achievement & the 
National Curriculum



Closing the session

Unuhia, unuhia Draw on, draw on

Unuhia ki te uru tapu nui Draw on the supreme sacredness

Kia wātea, kia māmā, 
te ngākau, te tinana, 
te wairua i te ara tangata

To clear, to free the heart, the 
body, and the spirit of mankind

Koia rā e Rongo, 
whakairia ake ki runga

Rongo, suspended high above us

Kia tina! Tina! Hui e! Tāiki e! Draw together!  Affirm!



Ngā mihi nui!
Thank you!
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